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appears in this material. These statements are intended for the convenience of 
speakers, teachers, and students who desire concrete material along this line. 
Appendix C contains a series of problems in Americanization based on each chap- 
ter in the book, and Appendix D, a long list of selected readings topically arranged. 
On the whole, the book is a valuable contribution to a subject in which there is 
much interest at the present time. 



A new upper-elementary grade or junior high-school history. — In all probability 
the histories of the United States published during the next five years will be 
unlike those written during the past ten years. The World War and its outcomes 
have demonstrated that our United States history texts must be written from a 
new viewpoint. A book purporting to have this new viewpoint has recently 
appeared. 1 Some of the new things which the author claims that his book does 
are: connects the story of our national life with the rest of the world; treats the 
Revolutionary War as one phase of a larger revolution against kingly usurpation, 
and the War of 1812 as an incident in the Napoleonic Wars; emphasizes the 
foreign relations of the United States, and gives much attention to social and 
economic history. 

There is nothing new in the author's general organization, sequence ot 
topics, pedagogical aids, or material included in the appendix. Viewed from all 
these angles, the book looks like many others now in the field. The chronological 
approach has been rigidly followed in general organization and in the organization 
of each part. The pedagogical aids placed at the end of each chapter consist of 
references for the teacher, references for the pupil, and special topics for the 
teacher and the pupil. In the appendix are included the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Constitution of the United States, and two tables, one of the 
states and one of the presidents and vice-presidents. 

On the whole, the book is attractive in appearance, contains many well- 
selected illustrations and maps, gives a full and fair treatment of the topics dis- 
cussed, and places due emphasis on our history since 1865. It deserves to meet 
with immediate success. 



A new organization of botanical material. — A small book which organizes the 
materials of high-school botany with reference to the life of the plant rather than 
to its structure as is usually done has just come from the press. 2 Another feature 
of the publication is its large use of the problem method of presentation. In 
glancing through its pages one finds each laboratory exercise presented as a 
definite problem to be solved by the pupil with the minimum assistance. As a 
whole, the problems which the students are asked to solve relate to situations 
that actually arise in experience. Strong emphasis is placed on field trips, not 
of the pointless kind, but real laboratory studies out-of-doors. While the book 
can be used with any textbook in botany, it is primarily designed to accompany 
Bergen and Caldwell's Introduction to Botany and Practical Botany. 

1 William Backus Guixteau, Our United States: A History. Chicago: Silver, Burdett & Co., 1919. 
Pp. xii+637+xliv. 

'William Lewis Eikenberry, Problems in Botany. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1919. Vp. xii+HS. 
«0. 72. 



